
 

Report to: Lead Cabinet Member for Transport and Environment 
 

Date of meeting: 
 

22 June 2015 

By: Director of Communities, Economy and Transport  
 

Title: Introduction of a 20mph scheme in Malling, Lewes  
 

Purpose: To consider whether a 20mph scheme should be introduced in the 
Malling Area of Lewes. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: The Lead Member is recommended to: 

(1) Agree that a further public consultation should take place on the possible 
introduction of a 20mph scheme covering the eastern side of the Malling area of 
Lewes, as part of the 2015-16 capital programme for local transport improvements; 
and 

(2) Agree that further design work on traffic calming features on Old Malling Way and 
Church Lane (part of) should be undertaken to enable public consultation on the 
possible introduction of a 20mph Limit on Old Malling Way and the adjoining roads 
as part of a future year’s capital programme.  

 

1. Background Information 

1.1. In February 2015 a report was presented to Planning Committee setting out objections to 
a draft Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) that had been advertised and would have enabled a 
20mph speed limit to be introduced in the Malling area of Lewes. The recommendation was to not 
uphold the objections and for the Director of Communities, Economy and Transport to make the 
TRO as proposed. One resident and the Friends of Lewes spoke at Planning Committee 
opposing specific traffic calming measures. Following this, Members of the Planning Committee 
resolved to uphold the objections and recommended to the Director of Communities, Economy 
and Transport that the TRO should not be made as proposed. A decision now needs to be made 
as to whether the proposals for a 20mph scheme in Malling should be dropped or whether they 
should be amended to enable a modified scheme to be introduced covering all or part of the 
Malling area of Lewes.   

2. Supporting information 

2.1. A copy of the report that was presented to the Planning Committee in February 2015 and 
an extract from the Minutes of the Meeting are contained in Appendix 1. This sets out the 
background to the development of the existing 20mph schemes in Lewes including the Southover 
and Town Centre 20mph schemes. Since the report was presented, 20mph schemes have now 
been introduced in five residential areas of Lewes, namely Barons Down & Winterbourne, 
Houndean, Landport, Nevill and Wallands. 

2.2. As set out in the Planning Committee Report, a petition with 130 signatures asking for a 
20mph speed limit to be considered in the Malling area was presented by Councillor St. Pierre to 
the Lead Member for Transport & Environment in July 2013. In September 2013, a public 
consultation exercise on the ‘Lewes Steps Forward’ proposals took place. The proposals for the 
introduction of 20mph scheme in Malling and five other areas of Lewes were included in this 
consultation exercise. A total of 265 responses were received to the consultation. Overall 63% of 
those who responded to the consultation supported the introduction of the 20mph speed limit 
scheme in Malling. 



2.3. Traffic speed monitoring on the Malling residential estate has determined that average 
vehicle speeds on the majority of the roads is 24mph or less. This means that under national and 
local guidelines a 20mph speed limit can be introduced on these roads using 20mph repeater 
signs without the need for any physical speed reducing features. The exception to this is a 
section of Church Lane and Old Malling Way, where speed monitoring has determined that 
average vehicle speeds are in excess of 24mph. As a result, physical traffic calming features are 
needed to ensure compliance with the lower speed limit. It was proposed to provide mini-
roundabouts at either end of this section at the junctions of Church Lane/Mayhew Way and Old 
Malling Way/Monks Way. In addition, a series of speed cushions and kerb build outs would have 
been provided at regular intervals on Church Lane and Old Malling Way. Parking restrictions 
consisting of double yellow lines were proposed around each of these features to ensure that 
traffic flow could be maintained. 

2.4. In November 2014 a draft TRO was advertised that would have enabled a 20mph limit to 
be introduced on the road within the Malling area of Lewes. In total 16 letters/emails of objection 
(some containing multiple objections), 17 letters/emails making comments and four letters/emails 
of support were received in response to the draft TRO during the consultation period. A summary 
of the objections and other comments is included in Appendices 2 and 3 to the Planning 
Committee Report (Appendix 1).   

 Five objections were received to the proposals on the grounds that the average vehicle 
speeds are already low in the area where a 20mph speed limit is being proposed; 

 Five objections were received on the grounds that the number of physical traffic calming 

features proposed in Church Lane/Old Malling Way is excessive; 

 Five objections were received on the grounds that the physical traffic calming features will 

restrict parking in Church Lane/Old Malling Way; 

 Four objections were received on the grounds that the proposed mini roundabouts at the 

junctions of Church Lane/Mayhew Way and Old Malling Way/Monks Way are 

unnecessary; 

 Four objections were received on the grounds of the cost of the proposed scheme, and, 

that this funding could be better spent elsewhere; 

 Four objections were received on the grounds that the scope of the 20mph speed limit 

scheme proposals should have included a review of the current parking restrictions in 

Malling, in order to tackle the on-street parking associated with staff vehicles from Sussex 

Police Headquarters; 

 Five objections were received on the grounds that the new signing and traffic calming 

features would be visually intrusive; 

 An objection was received on the grounds that the proposals may adversely impact on air 

quality as vehicles will be travelling with lower, less efficient gearing to comply with the 

speed limit; 

 An objection was received on the grounds that there is insufficient support for the scheme;  

 An objection was received on the grounds that the proposed traffic calming measures 

could be confusing and distracting to drivers, resulting in them missing potential hazards 

such as children and cyclists; 



 An objection to the proposed TRO was received from a statutory consultee, Compass 

Travel (Sussex) Limited, on the grounds that the 20mph speed limit will slow down the 

bus service, adversely affecting the company’s bus timetable for the Malling area; 

 One objection was received on the grounds that the proposed mini roundabouts and 

speed cushions will create difficulties for the bus operator by restricting room for buses to 

manoeuvre. 

2.5 Of the objections received, the largest number related to the traffic calming features in 
Church Lane and Old Malling Way.  As shown in Appendix 2, these roads are located in the 
western side of the Malling Area. A potential way forward would be to divide the Malling Area into 
two separate parts and re-consult on proposals to introduce a 20mph limit on those roads on the 
eastern side of the estate using 20mph repeater signs alone, whilst undertaking further design 
work on the physical traffic calming features on those roads on the western side. Appendix 2 
shows the division of the estate into these two areas.  

2.6 Given the Planning Committee’s decision to uphold the objections to the TRO and given 

some of the other objections raised that were not about the traffic calming features, it is proposed 

that as a first stage, a consultation would take place with those people living on the eastern side 

of the Malling Area (shown in Appendix 2). This consultation would take the form of a letter drop 

and would contain a self-completion questionnaire asking people whether they supported the 

principle of introducing a 20mph limit in their roads. The self-completion questionnaire would also 

be made available on-line.  A further report would then be presented to the Lead Member setting 

out the results of this consultation to help inform a decision about whether consultation should 

then take place on the TRO required to introduce the scheme.  In outline, consultation on the 

principle of this would commence in early September 2015 with a view to presenting a report on 

the results of the consultation to the Lead Member in November 2015. If the Lead Member 

agreed that a draft TRO should be advertised, consultation would commence in December 2015 

to enable any objections to be taken to Planning Committee in February 2016. Subject to the 

outcome of the Planning Committee, the earliest that the scheme covering the eastern area of 

Malling would then be implemented would be April 2016.  

2.7 Further design work would also be undertaken on the proposed traffic calming features on 

the western side of the Malling Area to try and overcome some of the objections that had been 

raised about them. The design work would be completed by the end of 2015 to enable a public 

consultation with those people living in the western side of the Malling Area early in 2016 to see if 

they still supported the introduction of a 20mph scheme in this area. A report on the results of the 

consultation would then be presented to the Lead Member, followed by the possible consultation 

on a TRO. Any objections would then have to be taken to a meeting of the Planning Committee. 

Subject to the outcome, a scheme would be implemented later in 2016.  

2.8 It is estimated that the cost of introducing a 20mph scheme on the eastern side of Malling 

would be £10,000. A scheme covering the western side of Malling would be more expensive due 

to the need to introduce traffic calming features. Depending on the outcome of the process the 

cost of the scheme could be between £50,000 to £80,000. The funding for the other schemes that 

have recently been introduced in the residential areas of Lewes came from money that was 

awarded to the County Council in 2012 from the Government’s Local Sustainable Transport 

Fund. This had to be spent by March 2015 so the funding for the introduction of the 20mph 

schemes in the Malling Area of Lewes would have to come from the County Council’s capital 

allocation for local transport improvements.  



3 Conclusion and Reasons for Recommendations  

3.1. Following the decision of the members of the Planning Committee to uphold the 
objections to the Traffic Order that would have introduced a 20mph scheme in the Malling Area of 
Lewes, a decision now needs to be made as to whether the proposals should be dropped or 
whether they should be amended to enable a modified scheme to be introduced covering all or 
part of the Malling area of Lewes.   

3.2.  The Lead Member is recommended to agree to re-consult on the principle of possible 
introduction of a 20mph scheme covering the eastern side of the Malling Area whilst further 
design work is undertaken on the traffic calming features that would enable a scheme to be 
introduced on the western side of the Malling Area as part of the 2015-16 capital programme for 
local transport improvements.  

 

RUPERT CLUBB 
Director of Communities, Economy and Transport 

Contact Officer: Mark Valleley 
Tel. No. 01273 482237 
Email: Mark.Valleley@eastsussex.gov.uk 

 

LOCAL MEMBERS 

Councillor St. Pierre 

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 
None 
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Appendix 1 – Planning Committee Report and extract from the Minutes, Traffic Regulation 
Order – 20mph speed limit scheme (Malling, Lewes)  





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


